Leadership qualities in prominent neurosurgeons.
Our questionnaire provided a unique occasion to unravel the characteristics of leading neurosurgeons. As is also the case for successful leaders in other fields, neurosurgical leaders are good at school, used to being confronted with dilemmas, truthloving, ambitious, and, of course, gifted. They constitute a hardworking elite. The key to success is awareness. Awareness of oneself awareness of one's surroundings, awareness of the message to be delivered, awareness of the difficulties to be overcome and of their solutions. Awareness requires mental readiness, and this is directly linked to performance excellence in surgery [6].